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A Preview of New Features in FileMaker Pro 2.0 


By Joe Kroeger 

Soon we will be able to upgrade to FileMaker 
Pro 2.0. Claris has added several new features. Some 


ment, many Windows users will likely find FileMaker 
an attractive database. 

• The new File menu has changed very little. Notice 
below that there is a new submenu that contains the 


seem to be simply cosmetic, but some are quite signifi¬ 
cant and are destined to be very productive. This arti¬ 
cle does not discuss all the changes in 2.0 but touches 
on many highlights. 

• If you work in a mixed-machine environment 
that uses both Macintosh System 7 and Windows op¬ 
erating systems on your network, you’ll be interested 
in the availability of FileMaker Pro 2.0 for both envi¬ 
ronments. The two versions work and look nearly 
identically and can even open the same file on a net¬ 
work. There are a few differences between 


Import/Export options. (It is going to be fun bringing 
in Quick-Time movies!) The new Preferences com¬ 
mand allows personalization of a few parameters. It 
looks like the interface design allows nicely for future 
expansion. There are currently three categories gov¬ 
erning three types of parameters. It would be nice if a 
default font could be selected as a preference. 

• There is a new mode indicator to the left of the 
scroll bar at the bottom of each FileMaker window. If 
you click on the name of the mode, a small pop-up list 


them and care must be exercised during set 
up if they are to exchange data. But from an 
operating point of view, it is hard to tell them 
apart. Even when not in a mixed environ- 
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appears allowing selection of one of the four modes: 

Browse, Find, Layout, Preview. Note that these are the 
four modes that use the same basic screen design. The 
Sort mode, on the other hand, uses an altogether dif¬ 
ferent kind of screen and so is not included. 

• In Find mode there are now new options that 
allow direct location of (ta-dah!) punctuation charac¬ 
ters and the use of wild-cards. The previous palette of uses the serialize entry option, you can even update 

Find symbols is now in a new pop-up list that can ac- the serial number being used. This feature is going to 

commodate these new functions. save us all a lot of work. (For the next version it would 



be nice to be able to Replace with serial numbers that 



are missing in the current sequence. Tough to do.) 


In the 8 records that you are browsing, 
permanently replace the contents of the field 
“Inuoice Number”? 

O Replace with “107”? 

<§> Replace with serial numbers 


Initial ualue: 



• The Style submenu (in the Format menu) has 


been expanded significantly. Some of the new styles 


• Layouts can now be reordered by dragging (in¬ 
stead of the old method of duplicating layouts in the 
desired order and then deleting the originals and then 
fixing the associated scripts). Now in the Layout 
Options dialog just press the Reorder button and you 
are presented with a draggable list of layouts. 

• A great new feature is the ability to serialize 
records. This is done in the Replace dialog. Any field 
can be serialized, not just those defined as serial fields 
(this may be a problem). If the field being serialized 


will come in handy in FileMaker, but I suspect that 
part of the purpose is to match the style menus across 
all Claris applications. The case selections will be quite 
useful -1 don’t know yet if they will export that way. 
Title Case will not work well in all instances - “Po 
Box”, for example, instead of “PO Box”, or “Apo New 
York”. Note that we now have superscript and sub¬ 
script styles. Very handy when needed. 

• When importing from a text file in the Pro 1.0, 
there is a well-designed dialog that allows mapping of 
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the data locations in the text file into specific fields in 
the FileMaker file, in any order and even skipping 
some. In Pro 2.0 that capability has been expanded so 
that it applies to imports from other FileMaker files as 
well. And we can now update a field from another 
FileMaker file as well - an important and powerful 
improvement. Very cleverly, the first record shown in 
the import dialog contains the names of the fields. 
Subsequent records show actual data just like the old 
import-from-text dialog. 

• In the new Sort dialog, the sort parameters (in the 


right-hand subwindow) can be reordered by dragging. 
Neat. Reordering by dragging now applies to sorts, 
scripts, script functions, field definitions, and layouts. 

• Text fields can now be fully justified. Thus we’ll 
be able to use FileMaker for even more database pub¬ 
lishing applications. 

• Individual fields can now be omitted from the 
Tab Order. Just highlight a tab number and delete it. 

• We can now tab or click into a calculation field 
for selection and copying to the clipboard. This is a big 
savings. Until Pro 2.0 it has been necessary to do a 
self-lookup to pull a calculated value into a non-calcu¬ 
lated field in order to be able to select it and copy it. 

• Any script can be assigned as a startup script that 
will execute whenever the file is opened. This will let 
us implement some quite interesting behaviors. 

• Perhaps the most powerful changes are those 
dealing with scripts and buttons. The Scripts menu 
itself has not changed except that the first command is 
called ScriptMaker™. Selecting ScriptMaker brings up 
a list of existing scripts that can be edited and allows 
creation of new ones. The check marks along the right 
side of the subwindow indicate scripts that will show 
up in the Scripts menu. With the new Duplicate but¬ 
ton a script can be duplicated and used as a starting 
point for another script. 

When you click the Create button or the Edit but¬ 
ton, up comes the (completely redesigned) Script Def¬ 
inition dialog. I love it. The scrolling subwindow on 
the left lists all the available func¬ 
tions/commands/menu items that 
can be included in a script. Simply 
select one and click to place it into 
the script subwindow on the right. 
There is now a much longer list of 
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actions that may be included in a script. Some are go¬ 
ing to revolutionize what can be done with FileMaker. 

Note in the script subwindow that we can drag to 
rearrange the sequence of actions. This allows a lot 
more to be accomplished in one script without need¬ 
ing to build sequences of multiple scripts. 

Each command line of the script may have a differ¬ 
ent set of options. Very neatly, Claris has included a 
third subwindow (at the bottom) where all available 
options for a highlighted script line are presented. 


Buttons can be assigned 
to almost any of the individ¬ 
ual script actions or can in¬ 
voke a script. Scripts (and 
buttons) in Pro 2.0 are even 
easier than before and yet 
are also more powerful. I 
don’t think it is going to be 
difficult to edit scripts, but 
making use of some of the 
actions and action sequenc¬ 
es may cause a little difficul¬ 
ty for some users. (We’ll be 
making lots of suggestions 
in The FileMaker Report.) 
Claris has provided a pow¬ 
erful, sophisticated capabili¬ 
ty that can still be accessed by non-programmers. 

There remain a few things missing in FileMaker 
Pro 2.0 and I don’t know yet if speed has been im¬ 
proved. Still, there is much to like - not only scripting 
but also many of the smaller improvements. Should 
you buy the upgrade? I am going to wait a little while 
to see if any bugs show up (I found none in my brief 
exposure) but then I’ll go for it to get the new script¬ 
ing. Claris is asking $89 this time - a little better but 
also still a little high. . 
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